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Community Assistance, Recovery and Empowerment (CARE) Court launches in Marin County on December 2, 
2024, to provide critical mental health, housing, and other services to individuals suffering from 
untreated schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders. 

Created by Senate Bill 1338, and endorsed by Gov. Gavin Newsom, the CARE Act aims to create court-ordered 
care plans to reduce homelessness, short-term psychiatric hospitalization, and incarceration for individuals 
diagnosed with schizophrenia spectrum disorder or another psychotic disorder in the same class. 

CARE Court includes a new civil court process that provides community-based behavioral health services 
to residents who are living with untreated schizophrenia or other psychotic disorders.  CARE Court empowers a 
wide range of individuals to refer or directly petition on behalf of a client or loved one.  Parties needing assistance 
with CARE Petitions or to determine eligibility may contact the Legal Self-Help Center.  

The Hon. Mark A. Talamantes will preside as Marin’s CARE Act Judge.  CARE Court planning and implementation 
is made possible through community partnership with Marin County’s Behavioral Health and Recovery Services 
(BHRS), Public Defender, and County Counsel. 

Additional support, such as a Family Resource Guide and other information, can be accessed via the CARE Act 
Resource Center and the CARE Act Self Help Guide. 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1338
https://marin.courts.ca.gov/divisions/care-court
https://www.marin.courts.ca.gov/self-help/legal-self-help-center
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.marinbhrs.org%2F/1/01010192fdec2920-82cf22f5-9b3e-46f1-b243-a510e671f600-000000/ZtGt3J7AlG9eFGED4dsNtqmQ7aaBEUWmK8uJTiRuOTo=377
https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/public-defender
https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/county-counsel
https://care-act.org/
https://care-act.org/
https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/care-act

